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the knowledge that the Crown Princess considered
that they had brought these misfortunes on their
own heads did not mend matters, for since they were
not Prussians they were incapable of understanding
the case. A smaller but irritating confiscation was
that of some fine pictures and manuscripts belong-
ing to the State : this was a truly Prussian touch that
gave an artistic finish to these cruder indemnities.

Money was certainly scarce in the Royal houses of
Darmstadt, for the Duchy had been shorn of sub-
stantial revenues, and Princess Louis was one of
those imprudent people who cannot see suffering
and poverty without giving help, even if it entails
personal trouble and self-denial. She wanted a
governess for her eldest girl, but she was putting
this off for a year, she wrote to her mother, owing
to the expense, and taught the child herself. Christ-
mas came round, and Christmas essentially implied
a season of treats and presents. There was a Christ-
mas tree for her children, and all her servants'
children had gifts off it: for an old and attached
retainer lying ill she made a special tree, which
was wheeled to his bedside. She bought gifts of
the season for all the patients in the Civil hospital
and for the sick and wounded in the Military hos-
pital, and distributed them herself; her children
made a New Year festival for poor boys and girls in
Darmstadt and gave them such of their toys " as did
not happen to be broken."

The Queen often sent the family very welcome
presents, a turkey pie and other eatables for Christmas,
dolls for the little girls and stuff to make their dresses,